
 Hello Everyone 

Welcome to the May issue of our Members Newsletter.  Cheshire certainly have plenty to 

celebrate at the moment; a Cheshire President-Elect, Area lunch with plenty of fun and 

flowers(!), flowers in Westminster Abbey, two Club Officers Refresher Days, Club 

workshops and the floral design competitions are underway for 2026.  There’s still time to enter the Cheshire 

Area show in the ‘Theatre of Flowers’ at the RCCS or volunteer to steward.   If you have some news or photos 

to share or would like your Club event featured in this newsletter, please send details to 

administration@nafascheshire.org.uk. 

Happy Reading! 

 

 

On 21st April we were absolutely delighted to announce that Beryl Cotton, Demonstrator’s Representative for 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire and Treasurer for Handbridge Flower Club has been selected as President-Elect for 

NAFAS.  Beryl will assume the role of President-Elect in May and become National President at the NAFAS AGM 

in October.  She will succeed James Burnside as President.  Beryl is a National Associate of Honour, National 

Demonstrator, National Speaker, Demonstrators’ Adjudicator / National Instructor and was Chairman of the 

National Demonstrators Committee until October 2025.  We are so proud of you, Beryl, and wish you every 

success in your role.  You will be a fantastic ambassador for NAFAS and thoroughly deserve this appointment. 
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NAFAS National President-Elect 

Janet Schofield and Tracy-Anne Clancy 

congratulate Beryl on being selected as NAFAS 

President-Elect at the Area lunch held on 21st 

April.  It was a fabulous celebration! 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire President, Dorothy Irvin, 

herself a former National President and National 

Associate of Honour congratulates Beryl. 
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The 2026 Flower Clubs of Cheshire Area lunch followed the 

Spring Club Representatives Forum and was held at Lymm 

Golf Club.  It was an opportunity for members to catch up 

with friends over a buffet lunch (puddings were fabulous!).   

 

 

 

 

 

  

‘Ready, Steady, Arrange’ followed lunch, with 

Kathleen Williams (complete with whistle) our 

compere plus ‘Louise & Deb’ as our two experienced 

demonstrators.  All we needed was a complete novice 

to join the line up – what could possibly go wrong?!!!  Huge thank you to Bernard Preston 

(Elworth Flower Club) for being such a great sport and stepping up to the challenge – great 

results! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun & Flowers at Area Lunch 

Ready…. Steady…. 

Arranged! 



 

 

 

 

You know when you get a phone call from Jilly Griffin (NAFAS Westminster Abbey co-ordinator) it could only 

mean one thing…… Cheshire was at the top of the volunteer’s list to arrange flowers in the Abbey.  Four 

members from Flower Clubs of Cheshire were required to arrange the flowers for the ANZAC Day service on 

25th April, attended by HRH Princess of Wales.  Janet Schofield, Tracy-Anne Clancy, Pam Mosedale and Karen 

Clegg travelled to London on Thursday (carrying lots of Cheshire garden foliage) prior to arranging in the Abbey 

on Friday.  Janet and Karen arranged pedestals at the High Altar whilst Pam and Tracy-Anne arranged all-round 

designs in the Quire.  All flowers were provided by the Abbey.  The designs were green and gold for Australia 

with ferns for New Zealand.  Also included was kangaroo paw and phormium, both native plants of the two 

countries. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire at  

Westminster Abbey 

Negotiating train & Tube 

(during a Tube strike) 

with 6 buckets of foliage.  

The all-important 

conditioning followed! 

Hey Ho, Hey Ho, It’s off to the Abbey we go… 

Arranging commenced – with an audience! 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jilly Griffin (NAFAS Westminster Abbey 

Co-ordinator) with Janet Schofield 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire team.  L – R are Tracy-Anne 

Clancy, Karen Clegg, Pam Mosedale & Janet Schofield 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready, Steady, Compete…….. 

‘Theatre of Flowers’ 

2026 

 

Will you be competing this year @  

The Royal Cheshire County Show 

The Schedule is now available to view on our website: 

www.nafascheshire.org.uk 

The entries are coming in 

Will you ‘Have a Go at the Show’? 

Artistry 

Royal Cheshire 

County Show 

2026 

Are you able to HELP in some 

way for our Area Show, please?  

We are looking for: 

Stewarding on Show Days.  

Please email:     

administration@nafascheshire.o

rg.uk if interested or speak to 

Chris Middleton. 

 

Volunteers to load / unload the 

trailer on morning of 18th and 

pack away equipment in the 

store at Tabley (Max 2 hours) 

 

COUNTRY FEST: 

Dates:     Saturday 30th & Sunday 31st May 

Venue:     Westmorland County Showground, 

Crooklands, LA7 7NH 

Website:  https://westmorlandshow.co.uk/whats

-on/country-fest/ 

The Floral Art competition schedule will 

be  available soon. 

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW: 

Dates:     Thursday 20th – Sunday 23rd August 

Venue:     Victoria Park, Southport, PR8 1RX 

Website:   https://southportflowershow.co.uk/ 

HELP PLEASE! 

http://www.nafascheshire.org.uk/
mailto:administration@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:administration@nafascheshire.org.uk
https://westmorlandshow.co.uk/whats-on/country-fest/
https://westmorlandshow.co.uk/whats-on/country-fest/
https://southportflowershow.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is hoped that an Area Judge’s Refresher Day will be held towards the end of October.  

We will keep you posted. 

Area Events 2026 

Area Education Days in 2026 

SAVE THE DATES 

Helen Hare Workshops 

17th Oct – Experienced Members @ Plumley 

18th Oct – Experienced / Teachers @ Tarvin 

Contact Pam Mosedale   Education@nafascheshire.org.uk 

AREA AGM 2026 

This will take place on Thursday 1
st

 

October at Frodsham Community 

Centre. 

The demonstration after the AGM will 

be by 

 Julia Louden 

‘A Floral Scottish Tapestry’ 

Tickets will be on sale soon 

 

Area Judge’s Refresher Day in 2026 

The first of our Club Officers’ Refresher Days took place on 30th April.  

The next one is on 7th May at Plumley - don’t miss out!  If you are a 

Club Programme Secretary, Treasurer, Chairman or are just thinking 

of joining your Club Committee why not join us to find out what’s 

involved.  A great opportunity for networking, getting some ideas 

and sharing information.  Email: secretary@nafascheshire.org.uk to 

book your place 

JOINING YOUR COMMITTEE (by the Chairman of Tarporley 

Flower Club) 

Members of Flower Clubs of Cheshire please consider joining 

your Committee, to assist in the running of your Club.  At 

Tarporley we have a dedicated team who work happily 

together each month to set up our room at Tarporley 

Community Centre during the morning, ready for our 

members to arrive at 1.15 pm for our Afternoon 

Demonstration at 1.30 pm . We hold a business meeting and 

help the Demonstrator to unload. We each have our job roles 

and job descriptions so that on some occasions we can 

interchange and help each other. The success of Clubs is down 

to the members supporting their Committee, in the smooth 

running of the Club. A job role need not be long term, it can 

be short term with swaps within the Committee. So, when you 

are preparing for your AGM think about offering to help. 
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Like most organisations, Flower Clubs of Cheshire has an informative website: 

www.nafascheshire.org.uk  with a series of drop-down menu options.  If you want to find out 

more about who we are, what we do, what’s going on at Area and Clubs or need to find a 

demonstrator, here’s your answer………………….. 

Don’t forget to send your information to Mike Gallagher (or Vanessa our Area Secretary) for 

inclusion on our website.  Additionally, if you have classes to offer, please let us know so that 

we can include them on our ‘Flower School of Cheshire’ classes page / advertise for free! 

webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk 

 

 

 

Our Flower Arranger Magazine co-ordinator is Sharon Hooper.  Sharon can be contacted 

via email on: flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk.  If you would like to increase your 

order or have a change of delivery address to advise, please let Sharon know as soon as 

you can. 

NAFAS News which used to be included inside the Flower Arranger magazine can now be 

viewed online, on the NAFAS website.  www.NAFAS.org.uk / About / NAFAS News 

 

 

 

 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire have these books in stock and can be bought / collected at our 

meetings to save postage.  Alternatively, email administration@nafascheshire.org.uk and we 

can arrange to post one to you. 

 

 

    

 £5    £9   £5.50                   £4.50 

 

NAFAS Publications 

Blue Forms are available from treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk  

priced £1.50 for 10 plus postage 

 

Spotlight on the Area Website 

Are your Club details up to date on our Website? 

Flower Arranger Magazine 2026 

Please place orders for additional copies via your Club Flower Arranger Officer  

http://www.nafascheshire.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:administration@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

Visitors are welcome to attend demonstrations and workshops at all our Flower Clubs in Cheshire.  

Visitor’s fees vary from club to club – please check the website www.nafascheshire.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Arranging 

Classes 

Club Demonstrations in May 

Club Date Demonstration / Workshop Demonstrator
Ashton Hayes & Tarvin 13th May Tea Time with Flowers Sharon Nolan
Bramhall & Cheadle Hulme Flower Club 5th May A Bit of This and That Ann Morgan
Chester Flower Club 20th May Colour my World Lorena Dyer
Disely & District Flower Club 13th May Colours of Life Debbie Davies
Eddisbury & Sandiway Flower Club 12th May Six of the Best Liz Bishop
Elworth Flower Club 18th May Back to the Future Louise Jones
Frodsham Flower Club 13th May Floral Fantasy Pen Harrison
Goostrey Flower Club 14th May Stamps in my Passport Sue Hodgson
Heald Green Flower Club 21st May Darling Buds of May Susan Maddocks
Holt Flower Club 19th May Inspired by Nature Becca Morris
Knutsford Floral Design Club 20th May A Bit of This and That Ann Morgan
Leek Floral Art Society 13th May Viva la Vida Leanne Williams
Lymm Floral Art Group 18th May Inspired by Ceramics Jane Tully
Macclesfield Flower Club 19th May Summer Sizzlers Liz Bishop
Mid Cheshire Flower Club 27th May Going for Gold Julie Pearson
Neston Flower Society 21st May Colours of a Rainbow Sara Barrow
Nether Alderley Flower Club 21st May Catch of the Day Susan Fairhurst
New Brighton Flower Club 12th May Viva la Vida Leanne Williams
Prestbury Flower Club 6th May A Walk in the Woods Tracy Davies
Rural Chester Flower Club 12th May Inspired by Nature Becca Morris
South Cheshire Floral Society 12th May Floral Fantasy Pen Harrison
Stockport Afternoon Flower Club 18th May A Walk in the Woods Tracy Davies
Tarporley Flower Club 5th May There's one Born every Minute Sionedd Hughes
Upton-by-Chester Flower Club 27th May A Walk in the Woods Tracy Davies
The Bramall Hall Flower Club 26th May Workshop Dawn Weaver
Widnes Blossoms 6th May Viva la Vida Leanne Williams
The Guild for Lifelong Learning (Wilmslow) 20th May Saturday Night at the Movies Kathleen Williams
Wirral Flower Club 11th May A Special Place Patti Dawson
Wistaston Flower Club 6th May Are you Sitting Comfortably? Lorena Dyer

http://www.nafascheshire.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Events 2026 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the Clubs 

Stockport Afternoon Flower Club have some new 

members on their Leadership Team following their AGM.  

The current team is pictured below.  The Club reported: 

‘Recognising that times are hard and transport costs are 

rising for flowers, due to the current world problems, the 

new treasurer, Collette, wanted to raise the flower 

allowance by £10 to help our demonstrators buy the flowers 

they need.  An Easter hamper raffle raised enough money 

to do just that. Our programme secretary, Joan, will be able 

to give our demonstrators the good news. It was smiles all 

round as our lucky winners collected their prizes.’  

Stockport Afternoon Flower Club 

also spread a little Easter joy at 

Lisburne Court with their latest flower 

arranging session.  The design in a 

wicker basket with a sparkly bunny was 

quickly accomplished.  There were 

Easter cards and Flower Arranger 

magazines to enjoy with coffee and 

cake. 

The photo (L) shows some of the 

members of Tarporley Flower Club 

Committee with Chairman Elaine 

Meredith (far left) having time ‘off duty’ 

enjoying The Annual Committee lunch at 

Coast restaurant . A relaxing time shared 

together with delicious food too!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neston Flower Society held another workshop for 

church flower arrangers.  Most people wanted to try 

out jam jars for windowsills and we facilitated some 

containers/coverings.  ‘Morning and afternoon 

sessions flew by and there were some happy 

customers!’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from National 

NAFAS Renewal Programme - Update 



 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes from 

All of Us @ 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire 

 

 

 

  

Land of Contrasts - 

2027 World Flower Show 

Taking place in Sydney, 

Australia 

March 16th - 23rd, 2027 

 

WAFA 2027 

To receive this newsletter directly to your inbox, please send an email to 

newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk and we’ll add you to the distribution list 

The NAFAS National Show is moving north 

in 2027 to the Lincolnshire Showground on 

Friday 9th and Saturday 10th July.  A full 

two days of magnificent floral displays by 

our talented and inspirational members 

along with tutorials, workshops and 

speeches.  

mailto:newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk


THE NANTWICH SHOW 2026 

Wednesday 29th July 2026 

FLORAL ART SECTION 

(Supported and sponsored by Nantwich Flower Club and Wistaston and District Flower Club) 

Secretary:    Mrs Judy Gratton 

          487a Crewe Road, Wistaston, Crewe, Cheshire CW2 6QP 

          Tel: 01270 650341 or 07506022709    

         email: judy.gratton@live.co.uk 

Entry Fee:        Each class £1.00 

Closing Date for Entries  Friday 24th July 2026 

Judge        Mrs Penelope Harrison 

“THROUGH THE DECADES” 

Class 1. Blue/Green: A foam free exhibit. 

In celebration of Nantwich Flower Club Emerald (55 years) and Wistaston Flower Club   

Blue Sapphire (65 years) anniversaries. 

         Space allowed: width 80cm, depth 60cm, height optional 

 

Class 2. Swinging Sixties: An exhibit.  

     Space allowed: width 80cm, depth 60cm, height optional. 

Class 3. Let’s Disco: An exhibit 

     Space allowed: width 80cm, depth 60cm, height optional. 

 

Class 4. The Handbag!: A petite exhibit  

               Space allowed: width 25cm, depth 25cm, height 37cm. 

 

Class 5. www.org.theweb: A meadow style exhibit. 

               Space allowed: width 80cm, depth 60cm, height optional. 

 

Class 6. The Great Outdoors: An exhibit. Foliage to predominate 

               Space allowed: width 80cm, depth 60cm, height optional. 

 

Class 7. A Royal Wedding: An exhibit.  

         Space allowed: width 80cm, depth 60cm, height optional. 

        This is a novice class and is only open to exhibitors who have not been placed  

               first at a previous Nantwich Show Floral Art competition. 

      This class is being sponsored by Flower Clubs of Mercia & North Wales, and the 

      exhibitor placed first can claim a year’s subscription to one of the clubs affiliated 

      to the group. 

    

   School Entries 

              Harry Potter (can be a craft item) 

   Please contact the Floral Art Secretary for further information. 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT 

1. All sizes are approximate. 

2. All exhibits may be staged or brought in ready assembled. 

3. All exhibits are to be staged on tabling approximately 75cm high. 

4. The staging cloths are of a mushroom colour. 

5. Exhibits will be viewed and judged from the front. 

6. Nothing is to be attached to the marquee. 

7. The use of aerosol sprays inside the marquee is not permitted. 

8. Only one entry per class. 

9. All exhibits left at owner’s risk. 

While we do not prohibit the use of floral foam, we ask that you respect and be mindful of the 

environment and sustainability. 

 

RULES 

All exhibits will be judged in accordance with NAFAS ‘Competitions Manual’ Fourth Edition 2023. The 

judges’ decision will be final. 

An exhibit is composed of natural plant material, with or without accessories, contained within a 

space as specified in a show schedule. 

Exhibits must be staged at the show venue unless otherwise stated in the show schedule. 

Disqualification will take place for the following reasons:- 

• Failure to comply with any specific requirement of a class as stated in the show schedule e.g. 

the measurements or the components. 

• Inclusion of fresh plant material that does not have the roots or the cut ends of stems in water 

retaining material. 

Exceptions: Air plants, cacti, fruits, fungi, grass turf, lichen, moss, succulents, vegetables and  

long-lasting plant material WHICH WILL REMAIN TURGID FOR THE DURATION OF THE SHOW. 

(Definition of turgid – the state of firmness of plant tissue relating from adequate moisture causing the 

plant cells to be fully expanded). 

• Inclusion of artificial plant material (unless specifically allowed in the show schedule). 

For further details and definitions, please refer to the NAFAS Competitions Manual Fourth Edition 

2023, in accordance with which all classes will be judged. 

STAGING 

Exhibits may be staged or brought in ready assembled between 10.00am and 3.00pm on Tuesday 

28th July 2026. 

Exhibits may be removed after 5.30pm on show day and must be cleared by 6.30pm. 



    

JUDGING 

Judging will commence at 3.30pm on Tuesday 28th July 2026.  

In addition, one class will also be judged as  “People’s Choice” and voted on by the general public. 

Voting to close at 3.00pm on show day. 

   

Prizes for all classes: 1st £10, 2nd £7, 3rd £4 

 

 

THE NANTWICH SHOW - FLORAL ART SECTION 

Entries Close: Friday 24th July 2026 

Class No Description Secretary’s Comments 

   

   

   

   

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

   _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact No.______________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________________________________ 

Completed entry forms can be completed online at www.nantwichshow.org or posted to: 

Floral Art Section Committee 

c/o  Mrs Judy Gratton, 487a Crewe Road, Wistaston, Crewe, Cheshire CW2 6QP or email: 

judy.gratton@live.co.uk 

The entry fee per class is £1.00 to be paid (cash only) on Tuesday 28th July 2026, when staging 

exhibits. 

http://www.nantwichshow.org/

