
  Hello Everyone 

Welcome to the February issue of our Members Newsletter, which includes some important updates about 

our Association.  If you have some news or photos to share or would like your Club event featured in this 

newsletter, please send details to administration@nafascheshire.org.uk. 

Happy Reading! 
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Flower Arrangement Societies 

 

Cheshire Welcomes new NAFAS CEO 

Richard presents Judith 

Windsor (President of 

Upton-by-Chester Flower 

Club) with her raffle prize 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire members had the opportunity to meet Richard at 

the Club Representative’s Forum on 27th January. 

Richard shared, with all those present at the meeting, the NAFAS Renewal 

Programme; why it needs to happen, what it involves and who it will affect. 

(See Below) 

Richard Abraham   Chief Executive 

Richard recently joined NAFAS as CEO following the retirement of Steven 

Lane.  Having spent the last 5 years as Chief Operating Officer of Portsmouth 

Cathedral, he brings along a wealth of knowledge and experience. He 

previously led customer relationship management (CRM) implementation for 

the Diocese of Europe, served as Group Head of UK Public Service Research 

for two global research firms, and headed research at Southwark Council. 

 

mailto:administration@nafascheshire.org.uk


Every NAFAS member should, by now, have received information about the NAFAS Renewal Programme.  

Flower Clubs of Cheshire National Liaison Representative, Janet Schofield, has sent a letter for the attention of 

every Cheshire Flower Club member of NAFAS, to ensure you are informed of the forthcoming changes.  If this 

hasn’t landed with you, as yet, this is what you need to know: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAFAS Renewal Programme 

The Renewal Programme will be split into four 

parts: 

1. Strengthening and streamlining governance 

2. Introducing a new membership database to 

securely store and share member 

information, helping clubs and Areas 

understand members’ needs and aspirations 

3. Launching a new and improved website to 

better represent NAFAS externally and 

provide accessible, up-to-date information 

for members 

4. Conducting brand and market research to 

develop a modern, inviting brand that 

respects our traditions 

 
Dear Flower Club Member 

 We all know that the existence of NAFAS and our much-loved flower clubs are in grave danger of closing and that 

we need to take immediate action to secure our future. 

 NAFAS launched the Renewal programme at the January National Advisory Meeting (NAC) in Leamington Spa, and 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire were the first Area to host new CEO Richard Abraham on his national tour, where he 

presented the Renewal programme to Club members at our Club Reps Forum in Owley Wood. Those present had the 

opportunity to hear Richard speak and to ask him any questions, and the feedback was extremely positive. 

 The Renewal programme is for the whole of NAFAS and will impact every club and every member in some way, as 

we attempt to turn our organisation around and make it grow and thrive. 

 Following the NAC, NAFAS produced the attached Board statement and NAFAS Renewal Plan FAQ’s for all members, 

so that everyone can understand what is planned, answer anticipated questions and alleviate any concerns.  

 Please ensure that all club members receive this email and both documents.  

 If there are any outstanding questions or concerns, please raise them directly with me via email 

at nafasliaison@nafascheshire.org.uk  and I will do my best to answer them.  

 I will be attending the next NAFAS Renewal meeting on behalf of Flower Clubs of Cheshire on February 23rd where I 

will raise any questions and concerns that I am unable to answer. 

 The Renewal programme is absolutely essential and I very much hope that you will support it so that our Flower 

Clubs not only survive, but thrive. 

 Yours sincerely 

 Janet Schofield  

Co-chair NAFAS liaison 

Note:  The above-mentioned documents 

are appended to this newsletter. 

mailto:nafasliaison@nafascheshire.org.uk


 

 

  The Malvern Spring Festival Floral Art Schedule is available at 

www.rhsmalvern.co.uk/compete.  There’s still time to enter.  Closing date is 27th 

February. 

 

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready, Steady, Compete…….. 

WAFA 2027 

National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies 
Registered Charity No. 1101348 

 

NAFAS ELIMINATION COMPETITION  
FOR WAFA AUSTRALIA 2027 

 

NAFAS Areas are invited to nominate ONE member to compete in 

this competition.                                                                                                                                       

The winner will stage an HONORARY exhibit on behalf of NAFAS at 

WAFA Australia. 

Venue: Shrewley Village Hall, 75 Shrewley Common, Shrewley, 

Warwickshire. CV35 7AN 

Date: 16th July 2026 
Staging: 12pm – 2.30pm 

Unloading: 11am (not before) 
Judging: 2.45pm 

Dismantling: 3.30pm 
 

Competition Title: LAND OF MY FATHERS 

An exhibit staged on a brown wooden floor 
Space allowed: Width 100cm Depth 100cm Height 220cm 

Competitor to provide own base if required 
Viewed and Judged from the front 

Judged according to the NAFAS Competitions Manual Fourth Edition 
2023 

 

If you would like to represent Flower Clubs of Cheshire, please let Janet Schofield know AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE, and by Feb 28th AT THE LATEST. Email: nafasliaison@nafascheshire.org.uk 

If we get more than one volunteer, we will need to hold our own elimination competition which will take 

time to plan and arrange before the May 31st deadline. 

Please pass this email to any member of Flower Clubs of Cheshire who may be interested. 

 

Land of Contrasts - 

2027 World Flower Show 

Taking place in Sydney, 

Australia 

March 16th - 23rd, 2027 

 

http://www.rhsmalvern.co.uk/compete


 

 

Preparations are well underway for the Cheshire Area Floral Design Competition at the 2026 Show.  Requests 

for Stewards for the ‘Theatre of Flowers’ have gone out to all Cheshire Clubs.  Please volunteer, compete or 

just come along and support the show.  It’s 10 years since the show received it’s Royal title and there will be 

some celebrations (apparently!) 

The Competition Schedule is on the Area website: www.nafascheshire.org.uk.  From the menu click on Shows 

then Royal Cheshire County Show.  Our theme this year is ‘Artistry’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire have these books in stock and can be bought / collected at our 

meetings to save postage.  Alternatively, email administration@nafascheshire.org.uk and we 

can arrange to post one to you. 

    

 £5    £9   £5.50                   £4.50 

NAFAS Publications 

Artistry 
‘Theatre of Flowers’ 

2026 

Will you be competing this year @  

The Royal Cheshire County Show 

The Schedule is now available to view on our 

website: www.nafascheshire.org.uk 

The entries are coming in 

Will you ‘Have a Go at the Show’? 

Royal Cheshire County Show 2026 

http://www.nafascheshire.org.uk/
mailto:administration@nafascheshire.org.uk
http://www.nafascheshire.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Flower Arranger Magazine co-ordinator is Sharon Hooper.  Sharon can be 

contacted via email on: flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk.  If you would like 

to increase your order or have a change of delivery address to advise, please let 

Sharon know as soon as you can. 

NAFAS News which used to be included inside the Flower Arranger magazine can 

now be viewed online, on the NAFAS website.   

www.NAFAS.org.uk / About / NAFAS News 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to send your latest 2026 Club Programme to Mike Gallagher (or Vanessa our Area 

Secretary) for inclusion on our website.  Additionally, if you have classes to offer, please let us 

know so that we can include them on our ‘Flower School of Cheshire’ classes page / advertise 

for free! webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Arranger Magazine 2026 

Please place orders for additional copies via your Club Flower Arranger Officer  

Area Refresher & Education Days in 2026 

Blue Forms are available from treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk  

priced £1.50 for 10 plus postage 

 

Are your Club details up to date on our Website? 

SAVE THE DATES 

Helen Hare Workshops 

17th Oct – Experienced Members @ Plumley 

18th Oct – Experienced / Teachers @ Tarvin 

Contact Pam Mosedale   Education@nafascheshire.org.uk 

mailto:flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk


 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Arranging Classes 

Easter Workshops with 

Denise Hubbard 



Visitors are welcome to attend demonstrations and workshops at all our Flower Clubs in Cheshire, 

with the Club’s annual programme and all the details being available on our Flower Clubs of 

Cheshire website. Visitor’s fees vary from club to club – please check the website 

www.nafascheshire.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Date Demonstration / Workshop Demonstrator
Bramhall & Cheadle Hulme Flower Club 3rd Mar Just one more time Lynn Stott
Chester Flower Club 18th Mar Floral Travels Leanne Williams
Disely & District Flower Club 11th Mar The Joy of Spring Catharine Baines
Eddisbury & Sandiway Flower Club 10th Mar Tree of Life Anne Russell
Goostrey Flower Club 12th Mar The Joy of Spring Catherine Baines
Heald Green Flower Club 19th Mar My Journey with Plants Don Billington
Holt Flower Club 17th Mar What a Wonderful World Sionedd Hughes
Knutsford Floral Design Club 18th Mar Inspired by Ceramics Jane Tully
Leek Floral Art Society 11th Mar This, That and a bit of the Other Mark Entwistle
Lymm Floral Art Group 16th Mar Parallel Design Workshop Chris Leigh & David Mason
Macclesfield Flower Club 17th Mar Through the Garden Gate Denise Hubbard
Mid Cheshire Flower Club 25th Feb Branching Out Debbie Davies
Mid Cheshire Flower Club 25th Mar Chocolate Fantasy Jane Pugh
Neston Flower Society 19th Feb Fantasy Penelope Harrison
Neston Flower Society 19th Mar Let's Go! Sarah Fenton
Nether Alderley Flower Club 19th Feb Back to the Future Louise Jones
Nether Alderley Flower Club 19th Mar Seasonal Splendour David Mason
Prestbury Flower Club 4th Mar My Journey with Plants Don Billington
Romiley Flower Club 9th Mar Sweet Charity Kay Ford
Rural Chester Flower Club 10th Mar This is my Life Eleanor Davies
South Cheshire Floral Society 10th Mar Talk on Heucheras Plantagogo
Stockport Afternoon Flower Club 23rd Feb Branching Out Debbie Davies
Stockport Afternoon Flower Club 30th Mar Tiffany & Co Alex Gracey
Tarporley Flower Club 3rd Mar Little by Little the Bird builds its Nest Jacqui Owen
Upton-by-Chester Flower Club 25th Feb A Floral Delight Sara Fenton
Upton-by-Chester Flower Club 25th Mar The Joy of Spring Catherine Baines
The Bramall Hall Flower Club 24th Feb Workshop Dawn Weaver
The Bramall Hall Flower Club 24th Mar Workshop Dawn Weaver
Widnes Blossoms 4th Mar This, That and a Bit of the Other Mark Entwistle
The Guild for Lifelong Learning (Wilmslow) 25th Feb What a Wonderful World Sionedd Hughes
The Guild for Lifelong Learning (Wilmslow) 25th Mar Viva la Vida Leanne Williams
Wirral Flower Club 2nd Mar Buds, Branches & Blossom Elizabeth Gordon
Wistaston Flower Club 4th Mar Let me Entertain You Donald Morgan

Club Demonstrations in February & March 

Looking for a Speaker? 

Tarporley Flower Club welcomed Kathleen Williams to speak at the January Tea 

fundraiser.  

Kathleen had travelled from North Manchester to delight members and guests 

with her amusing presentation titled “Marvellous Markets “. 

If you are looking for a Speaker to entertain members and guests, I would 

recommend booking Kathleen who will uplift spirits and give everyone a laugh 

with her tales of when she visited the Dutch Flower Markets and more! 

Elaine Meredith (Chair of Tarporley Flower Club) 

 

http://www.nafascheshire.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Events 2026 

Area Events 2026 



 

 

  This year Flowers North West will be celebrating its 65thyear, the Sapphire Anniversary. 

FORTHCOMING FLOWER SHOW DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also ….And now for something completely different. Petals and 

Pistons, the Area Flower Festival will be held at the Leyland 

Motor Museum from 17th to 20thSeptember. 

The museum has a fantastic collection of vintage vehicles just 

asking to be decorated or surrounded with flowers.  

Just off the M6 motorway it is easy to find, has plenty of parking and a cafe for coffee, cake and light lunches. It might 

appeal to the men in your lives! 

FNW Newsletter Signup 

To get more news out to your members and anyone interested in reading about the many events and activities which 

take place throughout the North West Area, encourage people to sign up to the FNW newsletter. This can be found at 

the foot of the FNW website page - www.flowersnnorthwest.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from National 

News from Flowers North West 

Flowers for a Friend? 

COUNTRY FEST: 

Dates:     Saturday 30th & Sunday 31st May 

Venue:     Westmorland County Showground, 

Crooklands, LA7 7NH 

Website:  https://westmorlandshow.co.uk/whats

-on/country-fest/ 

The Floral Art competition schedule will 

be  available soon. 

CHORLEY FLOWER SHOW: 

Dates:     Friday 31st July – Sunday 2nd 

August 

Venue:     Astley Park, Chorley, Lancashire, 

PR7 1DP 

Website:   https://chorleyflowershow.com/ 

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW: 

Dates:     Thursday 20th – Sunday 23rd August 

Venue:     Victoria Park, Southport, PR8 1RX 

Website:   https://southportflowershow.co.uk/ 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fflowersnorthwest.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D171d3071ca87059aaf04b4693%26id%3Dd921715717%26e%3Dbac83b1b3a&data=05%7C02%7C%7C303fac0015f348dd4b0208de6ef8b9b1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639070211717939729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SUn8RG%2FfiJYVYmddB4pkjGkRZ48mP7RIeuufG6ShmMk%3D&reserved=0
https://westmorlandshow.co.uk/whats-on/country-fest/
https://westmorlandshow.co.uk/whats-on/country-fest/
https://chorleyflowershow.com/
https://southportflowershow.co.uk/


From All of Us @ 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire 

 

 

Appendices: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To receive this newsletter directly to your inbox, please send an email to 

newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk and we’ll add you to the distribution list 

mailto:newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


